Name: __________________________				Date: _______________
Writing an Argument Essay 
In an argument essay, you express an opinion and try to convince readers to agree with you. Follow the steps below to write a strong argument essay. 
	Step 1: Decided what you think

	
Check the box next to the point of view you will support in your essay. 

          Yes, a later start time could help boost grades.

          No, the problem isn’t the start time, it’s all the homework we’re assigned. 




	Step 2: Introduction Paragraph 

	Background Information:
(Name of the article, book, introduce what is happening, 5 W’s.) 
Article/Book: __________________________________________________________________

Who__________________________________________________________________________

Where________________________________________________________________________

When_________________________________________________________________________

What_________________________________________________________________________

Why_________________________________________________________________________

Main point #1 ______________________________________________________________________________

Main point #2
______________________________________________________________________________

Main point # 3 ______________________________________________________________________________







	Step 3: Write a thesis sentence (This will be your last sentence in your intro paragraph)

	The thesis sentence tells readers what your essay will be about and what you are trying to prove. 


Thesis (one sentence): 

The problem is not the school start time; it is all the homework students are assigned, resulting in
(List your 3 reasons) 
1.) __________________________________________________________________________

2.)___________________________________________________________________________

3.) ___________________________________________________________________________

By having a later school start time it could help
 (List your 3 reasons)
1.) __________________________________________________________________________

2.)___________________________________________________________________________

3.) ___________________________________________________________________________







	Step 4: Body paragraph 1


	Main Point #1 
	 Should relate to main point #1

	Topic Sentence
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________


	Supporting Detail # 1
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                            

	Supporting Detail # 2
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                

	Quote
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                            (Location: _______________)




	Step 4: Body paragraph 2


	Main Point #2 
	 Should relate to main point #2

	Topic Sentence
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________


	Supporting Detail # 1
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                            

	Supporting Detail # 2
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                

	Quote
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                            (Location: _______________)







	Step 4: Body paragraph 3

	Main Point #3 
	 Should relate to main point #3

	Topic Sentence
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________


	Supporting Detail # 1
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                            

	Supporting Detail # 2
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                

	Quote
	
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

                                                                            (Location: _______________)



	Step 5: Write a conclusion 

	This is the last paragraph of your essay. First, restate your thesis and then write a few sentences that remind the readers of your main points. 
Restate/Reword Thesis (This will be your 1st sentence in the conclusion paragraph): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Restate your main points: 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



	Step 3: Write a thesis sentence (This will be your last sentence in your intro paragraph)

	The thesis sentence tells readers what your essay will be about and what you are trying to prove. 
Thesis (one sentence): 

The problem is not the school start time; it is all the homework students are assigned, resulting in
(List your 3 reasons) 
1.) __________________________________________________________________________

2.)___________________________________________________________________________

3.) ___________________________________________________________________________

By having a later school start time it could help
 (List your 3 reasons)
1.) __________________________________________________________________________

2.)___________________________________________________________________________

3.) ___________________________________________________________________________





	Step 4: Body paragraph 1

	
Options for a topic sentence: 
The main reason we should keep/change the school start time is___________________. 
One reason we should keep/change the school start time is _______________________.




	Step 4: Body paragraph 2

	
Options for a topic sentence: 
Another reason we should keep/change the school start time is___________________. 
The second reason we should keep/change the school start time is _______________________.




	Step 4: Body paragraph 3

	
Options for a topic sentence: 
The final reason we should keep/change the school start time is___________________. 
The third reason we should keep/change the school start time is _______________________.




	Step 5: Conclusion 

	This is the last paragraph of your essay. First, restate your thesis and then write a few sentences that remind the readers of your main points. 
Restate/Reword Thesis (This will be your 1st sentence in the conclusion paragraph)

Flip Method
Example: 
Intro paragraph: 
Safety rules are not ruining the game of soccer; heading the ball could lead to a higher
chance of a concussion.

Conclusion paragraph (restated): 
Heading the ball could lead to a higher chance of a concussion, therefore safety rules are not ruining the game of soccer. 







Flip Method
Example: 
Intro paragraph: 
Safety rules are not ruining the game of soccer; heading the ball could lead to a higher
chance of a concussion.
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Conclusion paragraph (restated): 
Heading the ball could lead to a higher chance of a concussion, therefore safety rules are not ruining the game of soccer.
